The subject of the following remarks was an unmarried female, fortyfour years of age, whom I attended for the first time about a year ago.
effect it had to a considerable extent, and she so far rallied that great hopes were entertained that she would soon be restored to her usual condition, till one day, through her own and her attendant's inadvertence, she left her bed-room, and was placed at the fireside of a large room, an open window of which transmitted a draught of air directly athwart her person. The consequence of this indiscretion was an attack of pneumonia, which, although all along masked and overlaid, as it were, by the gravity of the previously established symptoms, evidently was the means of bringing the case to a fatal termination. Dr. Ogston attended her with me for the last fortnight, and he and Dr. Steel were present with myself at the autopsy on the 21st of the month of February.
Not having taken any notes either of the history or post-mortem examination of the case, I must confine myself to such remarks as my memory 423-will sufficiently warrant me in making. In tlie cliest, about tlie lower third of the right lung was hepatized (and partially adherent to the costal pleura), and there were old adhesions between its middle lobe and the wall of the chest; the lungs throughout were rather more tlian usually gorged, and there was a quantity, not large, of fluid in both cavities of the thorax.
The heart, which was abundantly covered with fat, appeared to be of the normal size: it contained but little blood, and its muscular substance seemed tolerably firm and healthy. All its cavities, but more especially the left ventricle, contained pieces of pure, pale, and firm fibrin, which wasin some places so intermeshed with the chord? tendinea) and calumncocarnea), as to be with difficulty removed. The auriclcs, but these columns contract and relax, will decide the size of the auriculo-ventricular aperture, and of course regulate the volume of blood transmissible through it and through the vascular system generally. The exigencies and demands of the system, or constitution itself, in all the various circumstances in which it may be placed, will be the procuring or deciding cause of this action, and upon it will depend, in a great measure, the volume or fulness of the systolic or arterial pulse. The nervous influence communicated by the appropriate portion of the ganglionic system, with its various anastomoses, connecting it with the cerebrum and the most important organs of the body, may be presumed to be the means by which the muscles of the valve are, through the medium of their motor, or muscular nerves, signalled 'as to the extent of contraction or relaxation they shall undergo. The feelings and emotions of the mind, by whatever means they may be called into action, concentrated or collected, in all probability in some portion of the medulla oblongata, and transmitted through a branch of the par vagum, are thus brought in an instant to bear upon the actions of this important valve. Of course, it is understood, that, with its action, all other associated and independent operations, such as those of the other portions of the heart, the diaphragm, and the arterial system generally, are, through the medium of the great sympathetic nerve, brought into harmony and co-operation. But But amidst the high-pressure conventionalities and law-protected arrangements of civilized society, it is in general the intellect or brain to which the alarm-struck heart applies?at which it may be literally said to knock?for assistance and advice. If the intellect and resources of the individual be able to extricate him from the difficulty in which he is placed, all will be well, and the instinctive actions of his system have answered the purpose of their implantation. But where they fail to do this, and when the cause of the disturbance continues constantly renewing its operation on the body, it is then that the valvular affection with all its concatenation of abnormal products may be the result. Such a fixed and irremovable heart-sorrow, for instance, was that of the majestic Lear The effect produced by the continued or frequently-repeated contraction of the mitral orifice on the venous circulation, tracing it backwards from the point of obstruction, would be, in the first place, as we have seen, an engorgement and dilatation of the ventricle; then beyond that, there would be a corresponding engorgement and retardation of the blood in the vessels of the lungs, occasioning, as it does, one of the most serious and distressing symptoms in these complaints; namely, serous infiltration and dyspneea; beyond that, again, the right ventricle and auricle would feel the effect of the impediment, either with or without undergoing hypertrophy, dilatation, or other alteration, according to circumstances ; beyond that, again, the whole venous circulation would be kept back, and its vessels, both large and small, brought into a state of congestion. Tracing the remora still further back, we come to the capillary system of arteries, and from them to the larger trunks, and finally to the aorta itself, which brings us almost to the point from which we started. The contractile force of the left ventricle, together with such action as the arteries themselves are capable of exerting, especially when under stimulation either of an emotional, therapeutic, or exertional kind, meeting, in thecircumstances we have supposed, with the resistance which the obstructed capillaries intoi'pose, would expend itself upon their own walls, and whatever portion of these was the most powerfully assailed, or happened, from
